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Applicants respectfully request entry of the Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1 .312 
submitted on January 6, 2004. 

On August 5, 2002, the Examiner required restriction in the present application. 

On October 7, 2002, Applicants elected the subject matter of Group I. 

On January 22, 2003, an Official Action was issued, in which the Examiner 
expanded the elected subject matter to included Groups I, VI, XIII, and XVIII, and indicated 
that claims amended to delete non-elected subject matter would be allowable. 

On April 22, 2003, Applicants amended the claims of the above-noted application, by 
deleting the non-elected subject matter. In response, the Examiner allowed the claims, and 
on July 1 , 2003, the Office issued a Notice of Allowance. 

On October 16, 2003, Applicants filed a Request for Continued Examination in order 
to submit additional Information Disclosure Statements. 

On December 16, 2003, the Office issued a second Notice of Allowance. 

Applicants then discovered that the amended claims of the amendment of April 22, 
2003 were mistakenly those of U.S. Application Serial No. 10/214,897, rather than that of 
the present application. Applicants brought this fact to the Examiner's attention on 
December 17, 2003. In order to rectify this error, the Examiner proposed that Applicants file 
an Amendment under 37 C.F.R. §1.312, canceling the existing claims, and adding new 
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claims corresponding to the original claims of the present application, in which the non- 
elected subject matter had been deleted. Applicants then filed the above-noted 
Amendment under 37 C.F.R.§1.312 on January 6, 2004, in which the claims were amended 
as suggested by the Examiner. 

Applicants subsequently faxed an additional copy of the Amendment under 37 
C.F.R.§1.312 to the Examiner on January 20, 2004, at the Examiner's request, in order to 
facilitate entry of the amendment. 

However, Applicants, as yet, have not been notified that the Amendment under 37 
C.F.R.§1.312 has been entered. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the new claims of the Amendment under 37 
C.F.R.§1.312 filed January 6, 2004 are directed to the elected subject matter previously 
allowed, and are therefore also allowable. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request 
entry of the Amendment under 37 C.F.R.§1.312. 
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